Analysis of the 1991-2000 influenza epidemic in Guangdong Province, China.
Influenza surveillance networks in Guangdong were established to investigate the epidemiological characteristics of influenza and influenza epidemics. Influenza activity peaked annually from March to July in Guangdong in 1991-2000; influenza H3N2 predominated in the epidemic (7 years of 10); the outbreak of influenza in 1996 was the remarkable result of antigenic drift of H3N2 strain. Ten isolates of H9N2 strains were discovered from human subjects in 1998 and 1999: chicken strains isolated after the Hong Kong fowl influenza outbreak. It was found that there was just one influenza activity season per annum in Guangdong and that the influenza H3N2 subtype still predominates in Guangdong. Further research into the pathogenicity of influenza H9N2 in humans warranted.